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LGBT and Related Movie Titles: Presence and Statistics (2015-2025)

Trends in LGBT Representation

¢ Proportion of LGBT-Inclusive Movies:

o In 2022, LGBTQ representation in major studio releases peaked at 28.5%, with 100 out
of 350 movies featuring at least one LGBTQ character, according to GLAAD's Studio
Responsibility Index 1,

o This dropped to 27.3% in 2023 (70 of 256 films){2l, and further to 23.6% in 202431 [4],

o Modern statistics show 28% of major studio films include an LGBTQ+ character, but
more than half have very limited presencelsl.

e Character Diversity and Screen Time:

o Of 292 LGBTQ characters in 2022's films: 40% were people of color, 163 were men, 119
were women, and 10 were nonbinaryﬂl.

o Transgender characters remain rare (12 films in 2022; only 2 in 2023 and 2024) 14
[2l,

o About 27-38% of LGBTQ characters enjoyed over 10 minutes of screen time as of
recent yearslll [21 [4]

e Recent Notable Titles:

o Some major and critically acclaimed LGBTQ-related movies from the last decade
include:

= Moonlight (2016, Best Picture Oscar Winner)fﬁl
» The Handmaiden (2016)

= [ ove, Simon (2018)

» Red, White & Royal Blue (2023)

= Bros (2022)

» Golden Delicious (2022)

= Dating Amber (2020)

» Everybody'’s Talking About Jamie (2021)

= Pride (2014)

= Single All the Way (2021) 121181 9]



Key Points

e The number of LGBTQ-themed films and characters has increased over the past decade,
with record highs in 2022, but since then, there has been a decline in proportion and depth
of representationIllul Bl

e Transgender and disabled LGBTQ characters are still the least represented, and screen time
for LGBTQ characters has fluctuated but remains limited in most cases4l 12111

e The variety of stories—ranging from romance to drama and historical—to contemporary

settings has steadily expanded, as seen in recent releases and upcoming titles for 202518l
el

Generational Consumption

e 85% of LGBTQ millennials reported watching LGBTQ-inclusive TV or movies in the past year,
indicating strong audience engagement and demand for representation12l,

Over the past ten years, representation for LGBTQ stories in cinema has seen both significant
advances and setbacks, with a growing catalog of notable films and ongoing scrutiny regarding
the quality and depth of their portrayall3l [41 [21 [ [6] [7] [8] [9]

LGBTQ Movie Representation Trends (2014-2023)

General Overview & Key Statistics

¢ Representation Peaked, Then Declined: In 2022, LGBTQ representation in major studio
releases peaked with 100 out of 350 films (28.5%) featuring at least one LGBTQ character.
But this percentage dropped to 27.3% in 2023 (70 out of 256 films), and further declined to
23.6% in 2024 (59 out of 250 films) 121 141 [15],

e LGBTQ Character Counts:

o 2023:170 LGBTQ characters, notably 46 % were people of color (a 6% increase from
2022) 081081,

o 2022: 292 LGBTQ characters, with record representation, including 13 transgender
characters[181 161

o By 2023, only two transgender characters appeared (down from 13 in 2022), and
disabled LGBTQ representation also fell from 11 to just two charactersl181 181

e Speaking Roles Proportion: In 2022, LGBTQ characters constituted 2.1% of all speaking or
named roles in top-grossing U.S. films. Of these, five were transgender and four were in the
film Bros (2022) 161,

e Screen Time: In 2023, 38% of LGBTQ characters had more than 10 minutes of screen time
—an increase compared to previous years@.



Diversity & Quality

¢ Risein Bisexual Representation: Bisexual character inclusion in 2023 was 27%, up by 1%
from 20221151,

¢ Trans Representation Remains Critically Low and Often Problematic: Despite a peak in
2022, trans narratives declined sharply, and many recent portrayals relied on stereotypes or
cis actors playing trans roles, which drew criticism 3L,

¢ Distributor Ratings: Most major studios received "poor" or "insufficient" grades for
inclusivity by GLAAD in recent years. Independent and mid-size studios like A24 and
Amazon have shown better (though still mixed) scores on inclusivity[ﬁ“ﬂ“@.

Narrative Trends & Notable Films

¢ Inclusion Progress: The last decade witnessed a gradual increase in LGBTQ leads,
especially in independent and award-winning films. Hollywood blockbusters still lag behind
in authentic and nuanced representation[161 [17]

¢ Genre Shifts: Diversity in genres—from romantic comedies (Bros, 2022), dramas (All of Us

Strangers, 2023), to documentaries and indie films—reflects a broader storytelling
landscapel1Z1 [18]

¢ Notable Titles:

o Bros (2022)—high profile inclusion of transgender characters and predominantly
LGBTQ+ castl1el,

o All of Us Strangers, Unicorns, and Passages (2023)—center queer romance and
identity, and received critical acclaim 1zl 181,

Summary of Trends

e LGBTQ movie presence increased gradually from 2014, peaking around 2022, but a decline
in quantity and diversity followed in 2023.

¢ Trans and disabled LGBTQ representation remain the least visible, despite occasional
landmark advances.

¢ Mainstream Hollywood studios lag behind indie and streaming platforms.

e Growing representation of people of color and bisexual characters sighals progress in some
areas.

LGBTQ storytelling and representation in film continues to evolve, with authentic voices

increasingly entering mainstream and indie cinema—even as setbacks and challenges persist 13l
[15] [6] [17] [18]



Comparison of LGBTQ Themes in Hollywood vs Indie Films

Hollywood (Major Studios)

e Characterization & Screen Time:

o Hollywood films have often favored minor or token LGBTQ characters, frequently
relegating them to stereotypical or supporting roles. GLAAD found, for example, that in
major studio releases, 56 % of queer characters appeared for less than three minutes
and 21% for less than one minute. Only nine of 22 LGBTQ-inclusive films in 2018 offered
a queer character more than ten minutes of screen time[231 [24]1 [25]

o Major studios have shown recent declines: Only 23.6% of Hollywood films in 2024 (top
10 distributors) featured LGBTQ characters, and representation has dropped for two
consecutive years after peaking in 2022 at 28.5% 1251 [26] [27]

e Themes & Approach:

o Stories often aim for broad market appeal, resulting in more sanitized, less nuanced
portrayals. Representation is often motivated by commercial interests, resulting in more

cautious storytelling and a reluctance to center films on LGBTQ characters or complex
issues{281[29]

o Trans, nonbinary, and disabled queer characters are particularly rare in mainstream
releases[301[25]

¢ Studio Scores:

o Most large distributors received "insufficient" or "poor" ratings for inclusivity (according
to GLAAD's Studio Responsibility Index). In contrast, only studios like A24 (often
classified as "indie" despite wider distribution) earned high inclusivity marks23l [31

Indie Films

e Characterization & Depth:

o Indie films are recognized for creating more complex, authentic, and multidimensional

LGBTQ characters—often as leads rather than sidekicks, and avoiding common
stereotypes[281123]

o Storylines frequently delve into lived experiences, focusing on emotional, social, and
political challenges, intersectionality, and less-explored identities.

¢ Thematic Exploration:

o Indie films address a broader range of queer experiences, including alternative
relationships, polyamory, and nontraditional family structures, which are rarely depicted
in the mainstream 241,

o Notable indie films with rich LGBTQ themes include Moonlight, Call Me by Your Name,
Portrait of a Lady on Fire, The Favourite, and Can You Ever Forgive Me? These films are
often lauded for authenticity, artistry, and emotional resonance rather than commercial
performance281123]

e Critical Acclaim vs Visibility:



o Indie films routinely receive more public accolades for representation quality but may go
under the radar for general audiences due to lower promotional budgets and
distribution{28l,

Summary Table
Hollywood (Major Studios) Indie Films
Sidekicks, minor characters, often Main protagonists, fully-fleshed
Common Roles
stereotyped characters

Screen Time

Short; often less than 3min for most queer . .
Major, sustained, lead roles

characters
. . . . . . Highly diverse, confronting,
Narrative Diversity Limited, cautious, often sanitized 9 y 9
emotional
L . . Intersectionality, internal/external
Themes Assimilation, coming out, supporting roles
struggles
Trans/Nonbina
R / Y Extremely rare Increasingly present and nuanced
ep
. . . Low; creativity and authenticit
Commercial Focus High; market-driven o y y
prioritized
Higher; frequently win LGBTQ media
Critical Scores Lower inclusivity ratings from GLAAD gher;ireq y Q

awards

Indie films consistently push boundaries in both representation and narrative complexity, while

Hollywood is slowly making progress but continues to lag in depth, nuance, and diversity of
LGBTQ stories and charactersi281 [23] [25] [24] [31]
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